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SECRET VIENTIANE 3400 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PINS, LA 

SUBJ: WIRE-SERVICE REPORT OF THREAT TO SAVANNAKHET 
HOSTAGES 

REF: STATE 113174 

WE ARE UNAWARE OF SOURCE OF AP REPORT CITED REFTEL. REMOVAL 
OF CERTAIN OFFICIALS IS KNOWN TO BE AMONG DEMONSTRATORS 
DEMANDS AND THERE HAS BEEN INTEL REPORT, WHICH AS WE 
RECALL ORIGINATED IN VIENTIANE, OF POSSIBLE DEATH, BUT WE HAVE 
NO INFORMATION TO INDICATE HEIGHTENED THREAT TO PERSONNEL 
IN SAVANNAKHET. I HAVE ALREADY MADE EXTENSIVE REPRESENTA- 
TIONS TO BOTH PRIME MINISTER AND FOREIGN MINISTER (SAW LATER'S 
CHEF DE CABINET EIGHT HOURS AGO) AND DO NOT WISH TO DEPLETE 
OUR CREDIT WITH THEM BY MIDNIGHT DEMARCHES ON BASIS OF 
NOTHING MORE SUBSTANTIAL THAN A WIRE-SERVICE REPORT. (AP IS 
NOT KNOWN TO HAVE ANYONE IN SAVANNAKHET AND PRESUMABLY THEIR 
COMMO IS NO BETTER THAN OURS.) WE HAVE DONE WHAT WE COULD 
AND RECEIVED ASSURANCES NOTABLY FROM GOVERNMENT WHICH HAS 
DESPATCHED COL. SOMBOUN WITH SPECIFIC INSTRUCTIONS TO ENSURE 
SECURITY OF AMERICANS IN SAVANNAKHET BUT ALSO FROM OUR 
COLLEAGUES THERE WHO CALLED EARLIER TODAY TO SAY THEY WERE 
SAFE AND WELL. FROM CRYPTIC MESSAGE WE GATHERED THEY 
HAD BEEN RELEASED BY DEMONSTRATORS BUT WERE UNDER SOME FORM OF 
HOUSE ARREST. WE MAY NEED MAXIMUM CREDIT IN LIGHT OF FIRM 
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INFORMATION THAT A DEMONSTRATION AGAINST USAID WILL KICK 
OFF IN VIENTIANE AT 0800 LOCAL MAY 16. 

CHAPMAN 
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*** Current Handling Restrictions *** n/a 
*** Current Classification *** SECRET 
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Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: ANTIAMERICAN DEMONSTRATIONS, HOSTAGES, REPORTS 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 15 MAY 1975 
Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: ellisoob 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1975VIENTI03400 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: n/a 

Film Number: D750171-0381 
From: VIENTIANE 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1975/newtext/t19750593/aaaagpto.tel 

Line Count: 68 

Locator: TEXT ON MICROFILM, TEXT ON-LINE 
Office: ACTION EA 
Original Classification: SECRET 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: SECRET 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: 75 STATE 113174 
Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: ellisoob 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 1 8 JUL 2003 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <18 JUL 2003 by CunninFX>; APPROVED <24 NOV 2003 by ellisoob> 

Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
05 JUL 2006 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 

Status: <DBA CORRECTED> jms 971008 

Subject: WIRE-SERVICE REPORT OF THREAT TO SAVANNAKHET HOSTAGES 
TAGS: CASC, PINS, LA 
To: STATE 
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